
- Pennsylvania forests cover about 60% of the Commonwealth, in other words,    
17 million acres in Pennsylvania are hardwood forests.

- In general terms, there is nearly twice as much volume of new wood growth 
every year as there is wood removed through harvesting. We are not running out 
of trees, but growing about twice as much as we use.

- About 65% of hardwood forest land in Pennsylvania is owned by private, non-
industry owners. Private land ownership means each owner makes their own 
decisions about properly utilizing their land – indeed, one of the reasons our 
forests are healthy is because of educated and caring landowners!

- Pennsylvania hardwood trees re-plant themselves naturally.  There are no 
“hardwood plantations” in Pennsylvania. Seeds from healthy trees fall to the 
ground and grow up in a natural forest environment.   

- Common sense and scientifically-proven harvesting methods have been practiced 
for nearly 100 years in Pennsylvania. Most hardwood forests are “selectively cut” 
– a proven harvesting method that takes into account wildlife habitat, timber 
regeneration and other multiple uses of each forest area.

- By the early 1900s, much of Pennsylvania’s forests were cut and forest cover 
amounted to only about 30% of the state’s land area. Since then, the wood 
products industry has worked with scientists, universities, government and land 
owners to reverse that trend. As a result, Pennsylvania forests have recovered and 
developed into a sustainable and bountiful renewable resource!

- Pennsylvania is the nation’s leader in the production of hardwood timber and 
wood products of all kinds.

North America’s Healthy Forests

Pennsylvania is home to the finest
growing stock of hardwoods in the world.
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In Pennsylvania, there are two major forest-type groups:

- Oak/Hickory - 47% of the forests, mainly in the central and  
 southern areas.

- Northern Hardwoods - 38% of the forests, mainly in the north  
 and northwest, including birch, sugar maple and black cherry.  
 Other forest-type groups are oak/pine (2%), elm/ash/red maple (4%)  
 and white/red pine (5%). Commercially valuable species include black  
 cherry, red and white oak and sugar maple, with lower-value hardwoods  
 being red maple and hemlock. 

Ecological processes that influence our forestland:

- Succession and Competition Among Species - For example, the  
 northern red oak expands its crown to out-compete shade-intolerant  
 white ash trees, and the black walnut emits a chemical from its roots  
 that prevents growth of nearby trees.

- Grazing - Deer browse on the twigs and leaves of young trees, inhibiting  
 growth and forest regeneration. This also has a dramatic impact on  
 wildlife habitat and species biodiversity.

- Disease and Pests - Chestnut blight, a fungus, eliminates chestnut trees,  
 except for small rootstock and saplings. White pine blister root, Dutch  
 elm disease, hemlock woolly adelgid, cherry scallop shell moth, pear  
 thrips, fall cankerworm, forest tent caterpillar and elm spanworm are  
 all tree predators.

- Weather - Wind, lightning (fire), drought and rain.

Human influences on the forest:

- Clearing - for development.

- Harvesting - for products.

- Fire - Humans cause most wildfires, with debris-burning and arson  
 now the most common causes.

- Taxes - The need to pay property taxes influences landowner decisions  
 regarding management or the sale of their land. Private landowners in  
 Pennsylvania receive an estimated $380 million a year from timber sales.

Pennsylvania’s Healthy Forests

Pennsylvania has 16.7 million 
acres of forestland which 
covers 59% of the state. 
Although it ranks 33rd of the 
50 states in land area, the 
Commonwealth ranks 12th in 
total timberland. 

In Pennsylvania, hardwood 
timber is growing faster than it 
is being harvested — in other 
words, the annual harvest is 
less than the sustainable yield.


